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SUBJECT: DISCUSSION ON APGHANISTAN WITH ECO 

1 . DURING AMBASSADOR ELIOT'S CONSULTATION AT ECO ON 
JUNE 16, HE REVIEWED RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN 
FOR ASSISTANT UNDER SECRETARY MURRAY AND W. KELVIN WHITE 
OP SOUTH ASIA DEPT. AMBASSADOR ELIOT SOUGHT TO FOCUS 

THE ATTENTION OP THE ECO OFPICERS MORE CLEARLY ON THE 
SERIOUSNESS OP THE PRESENT SITUATION THERE. 

2. MURRAY COMMENTED THAT THE WEST SHOULD MAKE CLEAR TO 
THE NEW APGHAN REGIME THAT THERE IS STILL A NON-SOVIET 
OPTION; WE SHOULD KEEP THE WINDOW OPEN, CARRY ON BUS- 
INESS AS BEPORE, AND MAYBE EVEN TRY TO STEP IT UP. 

MURRAY RECOGNIZED THE DANGER THAT THE PAKISTANIS MAY 
BECOME OVER-EXCITED. HE THOUGHT THAT CENTO IS A GOOD 
PORUM TO DISCUSS GENERAL PRINCIPLES; HOWEVER, WE SHOULD 
ALSO HAVE BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS WITH THE PAKISTANIS IN 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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ORDER TO CALM THEM AND OPFER THEM SOME PORM OF SUPPORT. 

WE MIGHT IN ADDITION ASK THE IRANIANS TO EXERCISE A 
RESTRAINING INFLUENCE ON THE PAKISTANIS, BUT THIS TOO 
SHOULD BE DONE THROUGH BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS RATHER 
THAN IN A CENTO PORUM. 

3. AMBASSADOR ELIOT ALSO DISCUSSED WITH WHITE THE 
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STATUS OF THE PROPOSAL TO LIBERATE AFGHAN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS THROUGH ICRC MEDIATION. 

BREWSTER 
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